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PREFACE

For sometime now, a number of African countries have made laudable efforts to
devdop thar maitime trangport sector.  However, ingpite of these €fforts the Maitime
Trangport Sector remans rdaivdy undevdoped in compaison to  other  deveoping
countries.  The poor dae of the maitime sector in Africa is cdealy demondraied by Africas
vay low paticpation in the cariage of its seeborne trade, very dow turn around of ships a
African ports and very high taiffs for sea freight and port charges thet are not commensurae
with the poor services offered.

At world-wide levd, however, the Sector is undergoing inditutiond, dructurd and
technologica changes which are having a sarious impact on this Sector in Africa  In view of
the gmdl sze of the Sector in individud Africen countries the Conference of African
Minigers of Maitime Trangport, medting in its Third Session in Addis Ababa from 13-15
December 1993, reterated the importance of co-operdtion among African countries in the
Sector in finding gppropricie solutions to the problems impeding the devdopment of the
Maitime Trangoort Sector as wdl as in facdng the chdlenges brought about by the above-
mentioned changes.  The Conference, therefore, adopted an African Chater on Maitime
Trangport to provide the framework for cooperation, on one hand, among African countries
and on the other hand, between African and non-African countries.

By its Resolution CM/Res1520 (LX) on the outcome of the Third Conference of
Minigers of Maitime Trangoort, the Council of Miniges of the OAU dressed the
importance of Maitime Trangport Chater. | am, therefore, urging dl Member Sates of the
OAU to dgn ad rdify the African Chater on Maitime Trangoort with the strong beief that
it will foder cooperation among Africen countries in Maitime Transport Section and thus
promote the development of this vita Sector.

Sdim Ahmed Sdim
Secretary Generd
Organization of African Unity

Addis Ababa, July 26, 1994



PREAMBLE
The Member States of the Organization of African Unity, Partiesto this Charter;

CONSIDERING the co-opedion objectives endrined in the Chater of the
Organization of African Unity;,

CONSIDERING the Tresy edadishing the Africen Economic  Community,
paticularly the rdlevant provisons deding with maritime trangport;

CONSIDERING the rdevant provisons of the UN Convention on a Code of
Conduct for Liner Conferences,

CONSIDERING the rdevat provisons of the Convertion rdding to Trangt Trade
of Land-locked States, sgned on 8 July, 1965 in New Y ork;

CONSIDERING economic development as a priority;

CONSIDERING the importance of maitime trangport in the promotion of foreign
trade and in economic developmernt;

CONSIDERING maitime trangoot as a factor for regond and continenta
€conomic integration;

RECOGNIZING the specific character of shipping asan internaiond activity;

CONSCIOUS of the need to ensure an orderly expanson of African mechat flet
and a hamonious devdopment of African maitime trangport, paticulaly by mantaning a
far bdance between the intereds of shippers ad those of shipowners in our respective
States,

CONSCIOUS dof the peculiaity of the problems faced by the Land-locked Member
States,

RESOLVED to co-operaein dl fiddsof maritime ectivity;
CONSCIOUS of the need to drengthen this co-operdion in order to co-ordinate and

hamonize our maitime policdes both in our mutud rdaions and in our rdaions with Third
States,

Have decided to adopt an African Maritime Transport Charter and have agreed
asfollows:



CHAPTER |
DEFINITIONS
Articlel

For the purpose of the present Charter:

(@  “Chater” means African Maritime Trangport Charter:

(b) “Region” means region of the Organization of Africen Unity as provided for in
Resolution CM/Res464 (XXVI) of the Councl of Miniges of the
Organizetion of Africen Unity on the dvidon of Africa into five (5 regions
namely: Northern, Western, Central, Eastern and Southern;

() “Sub-region” means a leest three (3) States of one (or severd) regions as
defined in paragraph (b) of thisatide;

(d) “Member Staes’ means Memba Saes of the Organization of African Unity
partiesto this Charter;

(e)  “Third State’ means a State other than aMember State;

()] “Land-locked Member State€ means a Member State without a sea coast;

(9 “Trandt Member Sa€ means a Member Sae with or without sea coast
whose teritory is used in carying import and export commodities for one or
severd Member States;

(hy  “Multi-modd Transport” means the cariage of goods by a least two different
modes of trangport one of which is a sea mode on the bass of a mult-modd
trangport contract from a place in one country a which the goods are taken in
chage by the mult-modd trangport operator to a place desgnaed for ddivery
gtuated in adifferent country;

(1) “Shippe” means a person or entity who has entered into, or who demondrates
an intention to enter into a contractua or other arangement with a conference
or shipping line for the shipment of goods in which he has a beneficd interes;

() “Shippars  organizdion” means an  asoddion o equivdent body  which

promotes, represents and protects the intereds of shippers and, if those
authorities s0 dedre, is recognized in that cgpacity by the gppropriate authority
or authorities of the country whaose shippersit represents.



(k)

“Committee on maitime and port issues’ means a committee edablished a
port levd by a Member Sate, which comprises, inter alia, representatives of
dhippars, shipowners, maitime, cusgoms and port adminigration and which is
charged with dlocation of cargo.

CHAPTER 11
Principlesand Objectives of Co-operation

Article2
Principles

Member States hereby adhere to the following fundamentd principles of maitime co-

operdtion:
(a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

solidarity and independence of States;

hamonization and co-ordingion of Member Saes polides in dl  aeas
connected with internationa maritime trangport and ports;

the need to meke maitime and port activiies and services more efficent in
order to promote economic and socid developmernt;

the right of free access to the sea for every land-locked Member Sates with the
proviso that they comply with the laws and regulations of the trangt States

Article3
Objectives

The objectives of African maritime co-operation are asfollows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

To define and implement hamonized shipping polices capable of promoting
hamonious and sudained devdopment of the African flet and to foster on a
pragmatic bass dose co-operaion between the States of the same region or
sub-region and between the regions or sub-regions of Africa;

To hod regua oconqutaions with a view to deermining African  common
podtions on dl issues of intenaiond maitime policy and to define for each
given problem, concerted solutions,

To hamonize Member Saes views a regads the implementation of
internationa maritime conventions to which they are parties;



(d To promote bilagd and multlaerd co-operaion between the maitime
adminigrations of Member Sates, their respective operaiond organizations in
thefidd of maritime trangport;

() To undetake dudies that will encourage the promotion and the deveopment of
co-operdtion in maitime trangport and port operdtions between countries,
regions or sub-regions of Africa

()] To encourage the establishment of regiona and/or sub-regiond shipping lines.

CHAPTER I
Organs

Articled
Continental Unit for the Co-ordination of activitiesrelating
to co-operation in Shipping and Port Operationsin Africa

In order to ensure the effective co-ordinaion of maitime and port devdopment and
internationd  polides  adtivities and progranmes, Membe Sates agree to  edablish a
Continental  Unit for the co-ordinaion of ectivities of regiond co-operaion organizaions in
shipping and port opeaions in Africa (UCOMAR) within the Generd Secretariat of the
OAU.

Article5
Regional and Sub-regional organizations
for co-operation in the maritimefield

1 Member States agree to edtablish, wherever they do not yet exid, regiond and sub-
regiond co-operation organizations in maitime and port opedions axd to meke
them operationd as early as possible.

2. Member States dso agree to work towards the drengthening of exising organizaions,
devdop and sudan active co-operdion among the various regiond and sub-regiond
maritime inditutions

Article6
Egablishment and strengthening of National Maritime Ingitutions

Member States agree to:

(8 edadlish in order to meke them functiond as ealy as possble or drengthen
the operation of nationd chippas councls (or equivdent agendes), nationd



(b)

(c)

shipping lines, wherever possble, ports committee on maitime and port
isues and nationd, sub-regiond or regiond maitime traning and research
inditutions

bring together these vaious naiond agencies within regiond or sub-regiond
Specidized co-operation organizations in maritime and port activities,

work towards the drengthening of exiding regond and  sub-regiond
specidized co-operaion organizationsin maritime and port operations.

CHAPTER IV
Co-operation in Maritime Trangport

Article7
Co-operation among African Merchant Shipping Lines

In promoting co-operation among African shipping lines Member States agreeto:

() Encourage, where they do not yet exid, the esablishment of pools and cargo
booking offices the pooling of treffic rights a sub-regiond, regiond and
cotinental  levds in order to enure optimum use of avaladle maitime
trangoort fadlities  To this end, African shipping lines are encouraged to enter
into pool agreements and operate joint services.

(b) Pomote the edablisment of a common maketing network of shipping
agendes within  and outdde Africa in ode to enade African merchant
dipping lines to improve on the oo-odingion of ther conggnment and
handling operations.

Article8
Maritime Traffic

Member States agree to:

(@  Adopt guiddines and a framework for redlocation of traffic in each region
wherever possble with a view to promoting, among other things the
establishment of consortia;

(b)  Edablish aharmonized system of cargo sharing;

(c) Guaatee a far shae of the traffic to naiond shipping lines while enswing

high quality services at competitive codts.



Article9
Employment of Seafarers

1. Member Sates agree to achieve, through the edablisment of regiond sedfarer
employment  exchanges an  dfident co-operation with respect to ship personnd
between Africen Sates lacking adequate traned manpower and those having excess
trained manpower in relation to their nationd needs.

2. In this regad, they agree to comply with the intenationd maitime regulaions
relding to maritime trangport, training and qudification of seefarers.

Article10
Multi-modal Trangport

Member States agree to promote the edablishment of multi-moda trangport joint
ventures 0 as to endble African shipping lines set up within the framework of the UN
Convention on International  Multi-modal  Transport of Goods, modern sysems of point-to-
point trangportation, improve their sarvices and increese their capacity to finance modern and
efficient flest.

Article11
Cabotage

Member States agree to promote cabotage a sub-regiond, regiond and continentd
levels

Article12
Maritime Transport Ancillaries

Member States agree to organize the adtivities of the maitime trangpoort andllaries
with a view to ensuring gregier competitiveness and offer better qudity sarvices to the
bendfit of their economies.

Article13
Legal Framework

Member Saes agree to set up enabling harmonized legidative and  regulatory
framework that shdl promote and guarantee the dability of maritime trangport joint ventures
paticularly multi-moda trangport joint ventures.



Article14
Followup, Evaluation and Financing of Merchant Fleet

Within the framework of actions for follonrup, evduation and seach for funds to
finance their fleet, Member States agree to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

conduct a periodicd dudy on the dStuation of African shipping lines and teke
the mogt gppropriate decisons on the bad's of the findings of the study;

goped to African and intenationd funding inditutions to support  African
Satesin thar policies on ship and related equipment acquidition and operation;

promote the edablishment of regond funds for the devdopment of maitime
trangpot and a more raiond use of exiging opportunities offered by the
African Devdopment Bak and by aub-regiond or regiond deveopment
banks.

Article15
Sustaining the Development of Maritime Transport

In order to sudan the devdopment of maitime trangport in Africa, Member States
among other things, agreeto:

1 Promote co-operaion in the fidd of ship repar through:

(a)

(b)

(c)

the co-ordination of ther needs in the area of ship repar and the adoption of
internationd conventions a the levd of each region, in order to promote the
ue of African shipyads wherever possble and drengthen ther negotiating
power Vvis-avis non-Africen shipyads with a view to redizing dgnificant
economies of scae

the edablisment of sub-regiond and regiond centres to manufacture, repar
and overhaul containers;

the identification of mgor shipyards within the Continent which can underteke
adequate repar of African ships and the establishment, if need be of new and
more efident inddlaions

2. Egtablish, reectivate research, training and informetion centres.



In thisregard, Member States agree to:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

edablish information exchange centres in order to improve the dissamingion
of informaion, promote the exchange of informaion among operaors and
encourage the establishment of dectronic datainterchange sysemsin Africa;

encourage the use of such dectronic data interchange sysems for the
dissemingion of inforomdion rdaing to port dae control among African
States;

edablih or drengthen exising nationd, sub-regiond and regiond  maitime
reearch and development centres, with the assistance of maritime operaors or
associdions of operators and with the technicd and finendad assgance of
inter-governmenta and internationd organizations,

promote a sub-regiond and regiond goproach to maitime traning through
adaptation and co-ordination of programmes, exchange of traines and trainees
aswdl asteachingmaterids,

promote the use and the drengthening of the exising sub-regiond and regiond

maitime training inditutions.

CHAPTER V
Co-operation in the Area of Assstanceto Shippers

Article 16
Direct Assistance to Shippers

Member States agree to encourage, wherever they do not exid, the credtion of
shippers  organizations and intendfy direct assgance to shippes in the aea of trangport
operations in connection with export and import activities.

Article17
Effective Management and Pooling of Freight

Member States agree to promote an effective consolidetion of cargo a nationd, sub-
regiond and regiond leves s0 as to hdp shippers to obtan shipping services better adapted
to their needs and at alower cost.
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Article18
Facilitation of Maritime Traffic

Member Saes shdl encourage the edablisment, a nationd, sub-regiond and

regiond levds of committees on fadlitation, hamonization and gmplification  of
adminidrative and cusoms procedures.

CHAPTER VI
Ports Development and M anagement

Article19
Rationalization of Port Services and Costs

Member States shdl agree to co-opaae on issues pataning to the raiondization of
srvices & ther ports in order to redize economies of scale on savices provided.  In this
connection, they agree to encourage:

(@ ay ations amed a fadlitaing the acquistion of modern port materids and
equipmen;

(b) the promotion a sub-regiond or regiond levd of a concated programming of

pot dredging in order to fadlitale negotistion on dredging contracts and
reduce costs.

Article20
Improvement of Port Management and Oper ation

In order to improve the competitiveness of the port sysem in Africa, Member States
agreeto:

1. achieve an autonomous management of African pots 0 a to increese ther
effectiveness,

2. encourage:
(@)  theadoption of a harmonized port tariff and Satistic sysem;

(b)  periodic urvey of the Stuation of ports and harboursin Africa;
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(c)  mediumand long-term studies on port devel opment;
(d)  theformulaion of Srategic plans.
CHAPTER VII
Co-operation in the Field of Maritime L egidation
Article21
I mprovement and Harmonization of L egidations

Member States agree to:

(@) adopt and, where necessxy, updae ther exiding maitime legidaions 0 as to
make them compatible with the promotion of naiond maitime and port
adtivities

(b) examine with a view to reviang and hamonizing, if necessry, thar maitime
and port legiddions in order to meke them compdible with each other and
with the rdevant internationd maitime convertions in force in the fidd of
maritime trangport and related activities,

(c) request the Generd Secreariad of the OAU to periodicdly draw an indicative

lig of rdevat internationd maitime conventions to be raified by Sates that
might not yet be Contracting Parties.

Article22
Co-operation Agreement

Member States agree to enter into co-operation agreements between themsdves in the

fidd of maritime trangport and ports on the bags of the principles embodied in this Charter.

CHAPTER VIII
Co-operation between Land-locked and Trangt Countries

Article23
Trangt Tradeof Land-locked Member States

Trandt Member States agree to grant fadlities and benefits to Land-locked Member

States udng port infrastructure and equipment and goply to trangt goods, non-discrimingtory
adminidrative, fisca and customs measures in accordance with the principles of this Charter.
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Article24
Co-ordination of Policiesand Actions

Trandt Member States and Land-locked Member States agree to co-ordinate their
polices of acquidtion and use of means of land trangport (road and ral), river, ar, maitime
transport and  port. They dso agree to co-ordinde the actions and indruments of
implementation of ther naiond maitime polides those ooncerning, inter alia, grouping,
pooling and cago shaing, operaion of cago handling equipment as wdl as deaing and
forwarding of cargo in trangt.

Article25
International Agreementsand Conventions on Transt

Member Sates ae encouraged to enter into bilaterd and mutilaerd  trangt
agreaments and goply in a concated manner, the rdevat sub-regiond, regiond ad
internationd conventionsin force, particularly those relating to trangt.

Article26
Exceptions and Safeguards

Notwithgtanding any providons contaned therein, the implementation of this Charter
shdl be aubject to the rdevant provisons of Artide 35 of the Treay edtablishing the African
Economic Community.

CHAPTER IX
Final Provisons

Article27
Sgning and Ratification

1 This Chater is open for dgnaure by Member Saes a the Genad Secretaria of the
Organization of African Unity.

2. The raification, acceptance, gpprovd or accesson shdl be caried out in accordance
with the respective conditutiond procedures of Member States and by the depost of a
duly dgned indrument with the Generd Seoretaia of the Organization of African
Unity.

3. Any indrument of rdification, acceptance, goproval or accesson deposted after the
entry into force of an amendment to the present Chater with respect to the
Contrecting Paties or after dl the necesssy measures have been taken for the entry
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into force of the amendment with respect to the sad States shdl be deemed to be in
conformity with the amended convention.

Article28
Entry into Force

This Chater dhdl provisondly enter into force Thirty (30) days dfter beng sgned by
a least Twenty (20) Member States of the Organization of African Unity.

It shdl findly enter into force Thity (30) days dfter the Secrday Gengd of the
Organization of Africen Unity has recdved the indruments of rdification, acoeptance
or gpprova of Two-thirds of Member States of the Organization of African Unity.

Article29
Amendment and Revision of the Charter

Any Member Sate may submit proposds for the amendment or revison of the
present Charter.

Proposds for amendment or revison shdl be submitted to Member Sates within a
maximum period of thirty (30) days after they have been recaved a the Headquaters
of the Organization of African Unity. The Cowncl of Minigers shdl be sazed of the
proposals for amendment or revison of the Chater only when al the Member States
have been duly notified and after a period of one year.

The amendments shdl be adopted by consensus by the Coundl or, faling that, by two
thirds mgority, and shdl be submitted to Member Sates for rdification in conformity
with their respective conditutional procedures.

Article30
Entry into Force of Amendments

Amendments shdl come into force Thirty (30) days dfter the depost of the
ingruments of raification of two thirds of Member Staes of the Organization of
African Unity a the office of the Secretary Genad of the Organization of African
Unity.

Without prgudice to Articdle 27, paragraph 3, aty Stae which becomes paty to the
Charter after the entry into force of an amendment shdl be deemed to be paty to the
unamended Chater with regard to any Contrecting State which is not bound by the
sad amendment.
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Article31
Denunciation

A Member State may denounce the Charter by giving a written notice to the Secretary
Gengd of the Organization of Africen Unity specifying the reasons for such denunciaion.
The withdrawd dhdl teke effect one year dter the notice has been duly served, unless a laer
date is fixed by the State concerned.

Article32
Settlement of Disputes

Member States underteke to settle ther disputes regarding the interpretation or the
application of the providons of this Chater in accordance with Artide 87 of the Treay
Egablishing the African Economic Community.

Article33
Depository

1 The Charter, drafted in four origind texts in English, Arabic, French and Portuguese,
the four texts beng equdly authentic, shdl be depodted with Secretary Generd of the
Organization of African Unity who ddl tranamit a catified true copy thereof to the
Government of eech of the Sgnatory Stetes

2. The Secretary Gengd dhdl notify Member States of the daes of depodt of the
indruments of ratification or accesson and shdl, upon the entry into force of this
Charter, regigter the same with the United Nations Secretary Generd.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersgned, duly authorized by ther regpective
Governments have dgned this Chater in the four offidd languages of the Organization of
African Unity, the four (4) texts being equdly authentic, inasngle origind.

Done at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,
On 15" day of December, Nineteen Hundred Ninety-three



